


that big movement for making iron
: made a lot of steel. That was when
we cut down all the trees on the hills. As for the
teel we made, well of course there was no use for
Later on the family sent me a message: they
re all well nigh starved to death. That was
uring the Famine. So I forgot about the
elmaking and got home as fast as I could to feed
hose mouths. The first people who starved to
death in those days were buried in thin coffins,
then bodies were put in a couple of vats joined rim
to rim. Later on, when everyone was so weak with
hunger they couldn’t move, whole families died
and were just left where they lay.”
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the Red Guards used the

as being discussed. Rewards given at all
vels were copies of the Quotations or Mao
dges and they were handed out year after
ar. Chairman Mao’s portraits and statues

re everywhere, as well as a basket full ot
tations in every household whether people
could read or not. We made Chairman Mao
into a god, but how could he be aware of the
minutest details of everything as he sat in his
room in Beijing?”
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ings about the Soviet Union, and

p ous (communist officials) came

d told us that we had learned from its
erience how to make a revolution. The

iet Government had also begun with only a
rifles. We had meetings at which we talked
w all humanity was to be freed of all
oppression and all misfortune and need, and
how all peoples were to become brothers and
live a equals all over the world.
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s, of course, had thousands of

ain and they always made money on
erything. In autumn, when we had to sell
ain to get the cash to pay our taxes, the price
orn was low; and in the spring, when we

to borrow or buy corn, the price of corn
was high. We starved and toiled, but they lived
in luxury and profusion and never worked.
They ate pork every day; they had steamed
wheaten bread and noodles.
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to the east was raided. He liked
alligraphy, and his shop was full of
them. Nearly all of his stutf was fake,...but he had
ne Min Dynastﬁl painting by Qiu Ying that was
e real thing...The old woman from the street
mittee brought a whole mob of Red Guards in
raid his place, and they burned all his pictures,
}l)\e Qiu Ying. It was torture for him. He
t saying, “Don’t burn it, don’t burn it, I'll give
it up to the state.” But the Red guards paid not a
blind bit of notice. They just beat him up. “what
would the state want with that four old of yours?”
the old women from the street committee asked.
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