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Stop 1: La Plaza de las Tres Culturas

Guide to Mexico City }-

La Plaza de las Tres Culturas

La Plaza de las Tres Culturas (The Plaza of the Three Cultures) provides
an unusually compact look at Mexican history and culture. The plaza
commemorates the coming together of three cultures—Aztec civilization
(1345-1521), the Spanish colonial period (1521-1820), and the modern
twentieth century. The plaza is surrounded by architectural samples from
Aztec, Spanish colonial, and present-day cultures in Mexico.

Spanish Colonial = = Modern
Church and School ”_] I |+ Buildings
After the Spanish \ || o Many
conquest of the Aztecs, modern
the Spanish constructed a o] /-’L.W office and
Catholic church, a “ IW apartment
convent, and several _ of - T ] buildings
schools on top of the e ; surround the
Aztec ruins. The church o plaza.
is called the Templo de
Santiago (Temple of
Santiago) and was
completed in 1609. The =
school attached to the "
church was completed in ‘
1779. The buildings are J
excellent examples of
early and late colonial
architecture. /

Aztec Ruins

In the plaza lie the ancient ruins of what was
once an Aztec ceremonial center and
marketplace. The last battle against the
Spaniards took place here in 1521 and
Cuauhtémoc, the last Aztec king, fell prisoner.
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