Rwanda – Overview Notes

I. Rwandans shared a common culture and had an organized government structure before colonists arrived.

II. Belgian and German colonists divided the people of Rwanda into 3 different classifications: HUTU, TUTSI and TWA

III. Belgians thought that the Tutsis were a superior people because they were more “white”.  The Hutus were considered ignorant peasants

IV. Hutus made up 85% of population

A. they were denied higher education, land ownership and positions in the government

B. Rwandans had to carry identity cards (introduced by the Belgians in 1933)

V. Belgians began to leave Rwanda in late 1950s

A. 1958-59 over 30,000 Tutsis killed as political power shifts to Hutu

B. 100,00 Tutsis flee to Uganda and Congo

VI. After independence, the Hutus gained power and oppressed the Tutsis using the same racial classification that was used against them.

A. Hutus established the MRND: National Revolutionary Movement for Development

VII. The genocide was planned and carried out through orchestrated public opinion campaigns using radio, television, newspapers and other hate propaganda.

A. April 3, 1994 Hutu President Habyarimana’s plane shot down (secretly by Hutu leaders).  Hutus blame it on Tutsi rebels.
B. The genocide begins within 30 minutes of the news

C. It was the duty of every Hutu to exterminate the “cockroaches”(Tutsi).

VIII. Outcomes

A. 1 million Tutsi dead in 100 days

