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Mobilizing for Total War

• Civilians made huge sacrifices

• Government controlled industries

• Rationing

• Propaganda



Mobilizing for Total War• Total war- utilizing all resources in the war effort, huge 
sacrifices on civilians at home

• Governments had strong control over industry and 
society to insure war needs were met

• Many food and materials were rationed (rubber, fuel, 
metal etc.)

• Civilians were encouraged to grow Victory Gardens 
(their own food) so that farms could produce for the 
soldiers

• Germany- all men between the ages 17-60 who were not 
at the front had to work wherever the government 
needed them

• 1916-England introduced conscription (draft) in order to 
combat Germany’s army

• Many men from British colonies served in the British 
army.





New Jobs for Women
• Worked men’s jobs—factories

• Employment rose by over one million

• Some went to farms to grow the nation’s food

• Paramilitary organizations-
a group of civilians 

organized in a 

military fashion 

(especially to operate 

in place of or to assist 

regular army troops)



New Jobs for Women
• The role of women in w. Europe changed 

dramatically because of the war

• With nearly 65 million men mobilized on both 
sides of the war, women’s employment shifted to 
the civil and industrial jobs (traditionally held by 
men)

• Women worked with munitions and chemicals, 
as train conductors, secretaries, bus drivers, 
bank tellers, fire fighters, and construction 
workers.

• In Britain alone women employment rose by 
approx. 1 million
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Women’s Wages

• Less then men for the same work



Women’s Changing Role
• Discovered financial autonomy

• Won right to vote throughout Europe


